
Analogies – Part 2:  Non-Verbal         

Today’s presentation can be viewed at Testingmom.com/classes.

An analogy is a comparison between 2 different things based on 1 or more shared qualities. 



What is Non-Verbal Thinking?  

Non-Verbal or Spatial Thinking

• It’s the opposite of thinking with words.

• It’s your ability to think, reason, and solve 
problems using shapes, figures, diagrams, 
tables, maps and more!

• You use this thinking when you do puzzles,
mazes, work with blocks and Legos.

• You use this thinking to read letters and 
numbers, draw shapes, do geometry, 
geography, math, understand data tables and 
charts, recognize patterns, and more!  

• Strong spatial thinking leads to better
organizational skills like organizing notes and 
materials for school.  

• You use this thinking to recognize things you
see in the world that fall into categories you 
know, but you’ve never seen them before.  



What Is An Analogy?  

Can I 
impress my 
friends and  
parents 
with it!?

An analogy is a comparison between 
2 different things based on 1 or more 
shared qualities.  

That’s a big 
word!!!

Quantity

Size

Color

Direction

Compared Qualities:



#1 Tip for Solving Reasoning By Analogy Puzzles

TIP: LEARN the 10 Common 
Reasoning by Analogy Rules 
AND How to Apply Them!

1. Figures stay the same
2. Change in color or shade
3. Change in quantity
4. Change in size
5. Change in shape
6. Piece is added or taken away
7. Pieces move or switch positions
8. Rotation
9. Mirror image or flip (vertical or horizontal)
10. Overall design to the puzzle

What belongs in the empty box? 

Same figure goes from small to big.  

What is the relationship/rule between the 
first pair?  Look for the exact same 
relationship between the second pair.  
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Can You Name The Rule?  Can You Find the Answer?

Is this a flip or a rotation?  
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Analogy Puzzles Have More Changes in Higher Grades

1. Size change – outer shape
2. Piece is taken away – half of inside shape
3. Piece moves – other half of inside shape
4. Color change – outer shape takes on the 

color of the part of the inside shape that 
was taken away

Master the individual rules in order to 
analyze the multiple changes in harder 
puzzle: 

TIP 1:  Talk through your reasoning out loud 
when learning to solve these puzzles.  

TIP 2:  Start with practice questions way 
below your grade level to master individual 
rules.  
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How TestingMom.com Can Help

• Choose Test Prep
• Choose View All Tests
• Choose NNAT – Reasoning by Analogy
• Choose CogAT – Figure Matrices and 

Number Analogies

Practice Non-Verbal
Analogies Here!



Non-Verbal Analogies and Number 
Analogies – Pre-K – 7th Grade

Search Amazon.com – Testing Mom Flash Cards

Non-Verbal Flash Cards Break Down Each 
Type of Analogy Questions with Puzzles



Analogies for Testing 
• Evaluate Level – Pre- and Post-assessment for 

figural analogy questions
• Build up Weaknesses
• Teach Nuances of Each Question Type 
• Teach Test-Taking Skills
• Use different ? than those on the site – site ?’s 

given as homework
• Math, ELA, Homework Help
• Assessing Skills - Is Your Child at Grade Level?

813-544-3833
Tutoring@testingmom.com

One-to-One Online Tutoring

• Extra support, or 
• To simplify your prep completely…

Next Week:  How to Solve Patterning and 
Serial Reasoning Puzzles

http://testingmom.com
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